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MY
LIFE

>> John Mann - Architect,
Resident “Habayit Benordia”

aving negotiated and reached the age of

76, and being a proud and self-respecting

individual, one could infer that my journey
so far, has been exposed to life’s vagaries and
composed ofamultitude of diverse and interesting
ingredients — some fascinating others not. One
might also presume it embodies a chronicle that
is quite engrossing if not irrefutably captivating.
One’s life in general and mine in particular is
compelling not only by virtue of being fortunate
to possess inherent talents, substantiated by an
array of diverse achievements and creations, but
primarily by virtue of the effect these attributes
had in molding my WHO I am. Having said that,
it must be duly stressed that the totality of my
personality - my “WHO” - is best delineated
and defined by the loving and often symbiotic
relationship with the very few, close interaction
with others and the serendipitous encounters
I have had with countless individuals along the
journey. All of them, in one way or another -
for better or worse - took part in designing my
effervescent and fascinating journey, molding its
form and its multi-hued character.
I dare say that without their fundamental and
often indispensable intrusion into my protracted

33 | oyTana Xy

journey - some willingly, others unwittingly - and
partaking in its vicissitudes, my life would have
turned out uninspiring and stymied by a crippling
routine - all being staunch enemies of creativity
which I have always avidly espoused. I have
always considered them as hostile to discovering
and imbibing life with all its wonders and have
never succumbed to their deleterious nature.
Very early in my life, our opposing convictions and
irreconcilable differences led to our irreversible
divorce and though we recognize one another’s
existence we remain remote from each other.

Undoubtedly all those who helped me row along
the extended journey - mostly in placid waters
but often stormy - influenced, fostered, nourished
and facilitated its movement, evolvement and
unique character. Though not entirely, I certainly
concede that [ do owe much of my WHO to them.
However it is also safe to aver, that neither one’s
talents nor the people involved in one’s life are
its sole ingredients, designing and influencing
one’s journey, nourishing its existence and giving
it its format. The fact is that a stupefying myriad
of events impinge upon or motivate its progress,
confrontourlifeand attimesthreatenits existence.
Undoubtedly they too take an immeasurable >>
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““Every aspect of these incomparable
and precious albums has been designed
entirely by me including their binding.

It is my life’s extended project
and a work of undivided attention,
devotion and love.”

and often integral part in molding our WHO, and
in most cases they do this surreptitiously often
deceptively. They influence our outlook on life
and result in our taking many detours in order
to attain our goals. Some of us are conscious of
their dire or fortunate effect and act accordingly.
Most others are pathetically insouciant to their
flagrant influence and just keep rowing, unaware
of their potential or the consequences. They
consider change as portentous and destructive to
the routinely anticipated.

I am certainly not one of them nor have I ever
wanted to be. I can’t recall ever having such
ominous and depressing ideas or aspirations. I
have always strived to hold the reins of my life as
best I could, aware of the hurdles that lie ahead.
Making sure to exploit to the fullest my talents
and potential and enforcing upon my life the very
best that my WHO can offer.

By now I have concluded that my WHO - my
complex personality - is the culmination of a
fascinating and enthralling PAST - 76 years
worth. Besides being an incorrigible and
hopeless romantic - [ have also come to the logical
conclusion, that since so many have travelled the
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journey with me, at one juncture or another, I
will leave with them my PAST as a unique and
intrinsic legacy for them to ponder over and
hopefully enjoy. After all, their WHO is as much a
product of their PAST on their journey - some of
which was an innate component of mine.

Hence the inception of “MY LIFE” albums some 30
years ago - eleven completed so far. They include
the rich content of my past and by extension
theirs and many others. These absolutely unique
and magnificent albums contain my family’s
genealogy, the events that transpired during my
lifetime - from birth, incipient development,
growth and indefinite maturity. My creations and
achievements as an Architect, but also in other
fields as well.

The thick tomes contain many famous
personalities and celebrities that lived during my
lifetime, miscellaneous facts, figures, stories, jokes
and cartoons. There are countless documents and
newspaper clippings of momentous events that
attest to the broad spectrum of life’s wonders in
general and their influence on mine in particular.
Every aspect of these incomparable and precious
albums has been designed entirely by me
including their binding. It is my life’s extended

“

Hl

=

project and a work of undivided attention, devotion and love. They are purposely large and weighty
- with some weighing almost 10 Kkilos. Their size and weight will no doubt elicit respect for their
intrinsic value and prevent their being mishandled by my children or others browsing through them,
for fear of contracting a hernia.

Their enormous significance is first and foremost a manifestation and reflection of my “WHO”. It
will also evince from my children their pride and joy that mostly they, but also many others partook
in its molding. They and the events of my time were indeed an integral part of my personality and
participated in their Father’s compelling and rewarding journey. v
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